
ST. MARY's CouNTy GovERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Michael L. Hewitt, CommissionEr

Tom Jarboe, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

March 14,2017

Delegate Kumar P. Barve, Chair
Environment and Transportation Committee
House Office Building, Room 251
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Written Testimonv for HB 1325
Oil and Natural Gas - Hydraulic Fracturing - prohibition
Passed on March 10,2017

Dear Chairman Barve and Committee Members,

Please find enclosed an original letter from the commissioners of st. Mary's county
plus thirty-five (35) copies of written testimony for HB 1325 - oil and Natural Gas - Hydraulic
Fracturing - Prohibition which passed on March 10,2017 . please circulate a copy to ea;h
member. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. If you have any questioni, please feel
free to contact me at 301-475-4200 x * 1350.

Sincerely,
4n t 1o

(..%",fu(lfrpz
Christine Fleming, M.A. U
Administrative Assistant

P.o. BoX 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301 .475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . www.stmarysmd.com . csMc@srMARysMD.coM



Sr. Mrny's CouNTy GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Tom Jarboe, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

March I 4, 2017

Delegate Kumar P. Barve, Chair
Environment & Transportati on Committee
House Office Building, Room 251
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: HB 1325

Dear Chairman Barve:

On March 7,2017 the Commissioners of St. Mary's County held a public forum in the
commissioners meeting room in Leonardtown. At the public forum, several st. Mary's county
citizens voiced their opinion regarding HBl325 - oil and Natural Gas - Hydraulic Fracturing -
Prohibition.

During our business meeting of March 14,2017, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County
decided not to take a position on HB 1325, instead leaving it to the State to decide.

Please find attached. the documents submitted by citizens of St. Mary's county with regard to
HB 1325, for your consideration.

Sincerely,
c oyltsstoNEF oF sT M 

^RY's 
cou NrY

//a*-* / - 4r'
l fdmes R. Cuy. President "

CSMCI/Ci
'l :A ll/Consent/20 1 7/79

cc: Senator Stephen Waugh
Delegate Deborah Rey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Tom Jarboe
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
George Sparling, Counry Attorney

P.o. Box 653 . cHESAI,EAKE BUILDTNG r 4I770 BAI,DRIDGE S'I ., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNF. 301.475.4200 x 1300 . r'AX 301.475.4935 r www.stmarysurd.com . Bocc@srMARysMD.coM
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CSMC - CSMC public forum

From: RosaPinnolaHance<re.pinnola@gmail.com>

fo: <randy.guy@stmarysmd.com>, <mike.hewitt@strnarysmd.com>, <tom jarboe@strna...
Date: 3/9/2017 7:48 AM
SubJect: CSMC public forum
Attachments: cSMC forum Testimony R Hance.pdf; soMDFrackingFactsheetshort.docx.pdf

Good morning,

I just wanted to write a note to thank you all for hosting zuch a nice public forum on Tuesday.
I enjoyed the opportuniry to speak with you all and look forward to learning more about you;
thoughts and position on the hydraulic fracturing issue.

I. hav-e attached a copy of my testimony for your perusal and another copy of the tact sheet
that I passed out in case there were not enough to go around Tuesday.

Warm regards,
Rosa Hance

file:///c:/Users/cfleming/AppData/Local/Temp/Xpgrpwise/58cl08B2STMDOMSTMARy... 3lgt2ot7



Good evening, My name is Rosa Hance. I am a resident of Great Mills and I am authorized to
speak on behalf of the 534 members of the soulhern Maryland sierra club. Thank you for
allowing me to take the f,oor as their representative. I would like to speak on the subject of
hydraulic fracturing, commonly called'ftacking.'

Fracking is a non-traditional method of gas extraction where a drill hole is turned to horizontat
when it reaches the sublerranean shale layer. Millions ofgallons of chemically-laden watel are
injected with such violent speed that it fractures the bedrock, altowing the gas to escape. And
what happens to the tons of chemically-infused water now mixed with the escaping methane
and radioaclive compounds from deep within the earth? some simply remains in the ground
where it can kavel through the now fiactured bedrock to conlaminate the groundwater. The
majority is forced back to the surface as horrendously contaminated wastewater. lt is kept in
surface holding ponds which leach into aquifers as well as contaminate any wildlife that may
incidentally come upon it.

Fracking wastewater is so toxic that there is no way to filter or treat the water so that it's safe
again. The exact chemical makeup of the fracking compound is proprietary to each company,
so is excluded hom environrnental regulation that all other industries must follow. This is
unacceptable. we face an uphill batfle to restore the Bay and reverse the damage from
decades of pollution; fracking would destroy all ofthose efforts and add a whole new element of
uncertainty to our environment, public health, economy and cultural recreatiqn. In states that
already fiack such as oklahoma, west virginia, and pennsylvania, links have been made
between fracking and an uptick in premature births, birth defects, and respi.atory conditions.
Earthquakes in areas where they were once unheard of are now commonplace.

Pro-Fracking advocates like to point to the relatively clean burn of natural gas. They like to
ignore the hazardous process ofgas extraction, the harmful nature ofthe industrial
infrastrucfure, the release of toxic chemicals into the air, as well as the reintroduction of
contaminated wastewater back into the earth. vvhile proposed regulations may prevent
reinjection in Maryland, there are only so many places where this wastewater can go as it is
effectively permanently poisoned. lt may be sent alongside gas shipments to the exoort
terminal at Dominion cove Point for disposal or may be trucked across the potomac into
virginia to be re-injected; either way there is a risk of contamination of our shared aquifers and
the greater Chesapeake watershed.

wlat does this mean for st. Mary's county? we are the furthest county downstream of
Potomac and Patuxent Rivers and the entire chesapeake watershed. Anything that happens up
river affects our lives. And while fracking may begin in western Maryland, the Taylorsville and
Delmarva gas basins run beneath southern Maryrand. rf we do not put protections in place, our
beautiful home could be marred by gas wells.

The effects offiacking could lead our local economy into disaster. How would farmers survive
with contaminated groundwater, and how could watermen make a living with a poisoned bay



and rivers? Real estate values will decline with risk of well and septic contamination and the
negative influence of industrial expansion. Testing and operabons could be intenupted at pax
from frequent earthquakes. This is of course, not even including the rural heritage that is at risk
if the rolling fields and pristine views of our country home are scarred by industrial takeover.
This is already happening in charles county, where even though the commissioners have
banned fracking, gas companies plan to build a compressor station in Brandywine. compressor
stations are fully automated and do not generate jobs for the community.

what does this mean for the board of commissioners? Maryland's cunent moratorium will
expire in october, afterwhich fracking can begin immediately. The Maryland state House may
address this issue, there is a House of Delegates bill to ban fracking and two competing senate
bills, a full ban and one which the gas industry supports calling for another short term
moratorium with county by county referenda. In a small, water-reliant state like Maryland, it is
potentially dasastrous for St. Mary's if even a single county is allowed to frack.

we must demonstrate our resolve on this issue in two ways: First: the commissioners should
vote to pass a local ban against fracking and itls inftastructure. second, legislative District 29
has over 150 signatures supporting a state-wide ban. The board should send a letter to the
General Assembly confirming our support for the full stat+wide ban on fracking to encourage
the Stale House to follow our leao.
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Ban Frackins in Maryland

What is Fracking?
"Fracking" is shorthand for hydraulic fracturing.

After drilling down to a rock formation that holds oil or natural gas, and then drilling sideways through lhis
targeted layer of rock, operators inject, under extreme pressure, millions of gallons of water mixed with sand
and chemicals to fracture (or "frack") the rock and release lhe gas as well as other underground hazardous and
radioactive materials. Then, most ofthe contaminated water comes back to the surface as loxic wastewater,
where it is either left in wastewater 'ponds," injected back into the Earth, or shipped away to other locations to do
the same.

Maryland Gas Basins What would frackino mean for Maryland?
. Contaminaled Groundwater. Rivers and

Bay
. Health Threatening Ajr Quality
o Climate Change- high methane release
. Drop in Real Estate Value
o Industrial Traffic
. Earlhquakes

These are only some of the impacts that have been
reported in neighboring Virginia, pennsylvania and
other states that currently frack.

Wll Southern Maryland frack?
Many are unaware of the potential for fracking within our local communities. tn fact, Southern Maryland sits on
top of 2 different gas basins, as shown in the above map. In 2015, the Maryland General Assembty passed a
2 5 year moratorium to allow for health and environmental studies to take place to better evaluate the Dotential
threats from fracking since lhen, several local jurisdictions have taken the initiative to protect their communiries
from fracking, including Charles, Anne Arundel, Montgomery and prince George,s counties,

IION'T

and weslern Maryland towns like Friendsville, Mountain Lake park, and Frostburg. citizens
are organizing in communities across the state to protect their health, environment, and
economy from this dangerous process. All of this is imporlant because without any
additional action, and if fracking isn't banned in the 2017 MD Legisrat ye session,
happening NOW, the state wilt be open to fracking in October ol2017.

Transition to Renewables
lf fracked gas isn't the answer, what ;s? To ensure lhe safety of all Americans, we must embrace a cla crean energy
future As we shift away from coal as a power source, we must pass up natural gas and invest in forms of clean
energy that we know are safe' such as wind and solar. which have become the cheapest forms of energy. The
wind industry supports 75,000 jobs across all 50 states, and supplies lowa and South Dakota with 

^ear\y 
zs

percent of their electricity. Investing in clean energy will creale good, local, and permanent jobs white protecting
our air, water, and health.

The regisrative session ends Aprir 1ith, which means we don,t have much time,
we need yosrherp, so prease contact me to find out how you can get invorved- no experience

necessary!
Southern llilaryland Sierra Club Contact- Rosa E.P. Hance re.pinnola@omait.com 240-808-4233
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Uke us on Facebookl
www.facebook.com/somdsierraclub/

DoltT
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CSMC - NO Fracking in Maryland

From: ClayMyen<claymycrs@earthlinknet>
To: <Csmc@smarysmd.com>
Date: 3182017 3:3IPM
Subject NO Fracking in Maryland

or St Mary's County - please.

Vr,

Clay Myers
Leonardtown

frlel/lc:Nserslcfleming/AppData/Local/TempDogrpwisci5gc023DBsrMDoMsrMARy ... 39non
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Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee

. \ tXti-""y by Lili sheeline, Port Republic, MD (Lili@LNF.com; Iong & Foster ReaI Estate)
N/.
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I have been a licensed Realtor in Maryland for 18 years. I'd like to address the impact offracking

XI- 1$"ro" 
r.oPertY values.

Ciy , The oil & gas industry and other fracking proponents make the claim that fracking is good for the

I r \ru economy: it brings jobs, it puts money in your pocket. That's true, for some. Bui it iJbyno means'0y' 
a benefit for all, and it's only one side of the ledger.

)\-
I ^f 

\ As someone who has worked with home buyers and sellers for 18 years, I became concemed about

16" , & how this ind-ustry impacts homeowners. What might the costs be to them? But unfortrmately, the
I r n \Y 

t other side of the ledger - the cosls - rarely seem to be a serious part of this conversation..l \< \)\- My real estate experience, and common sense, tell me that if a buyer were compadng two similar
homes, and one was near a fracking site and the other was not, most buyers would choose the home
not near the site - unless, ofcourse, the price ofthe home near the ftacking was a lot cheaper.
Since this issue is rarely addressed, I did what any realtor should do regar&ng imFacts oo home
values - I looked at the data. I want to share rvith you now just some of whai I hive found, which is
that there is an emerging body of literatwe showing that fracking often has a net negative impact on
property values.

Briefly, here are some ofthe highlights ofthe research literature. (Please note: when data-based
objections to fracking are raised, I have often heard fracking proponents call this "fear mongering',.
However, please see the attached references; the actual research comes fiom respected acadlmic
and research institutions and publications.)

' In a Pennsylvania study, homes near fracking sites decreased in value by as much as l7%1.

' In Ohio, studies looking at the impacts of petroleum-related pipeline releases (due to a lack
of 

-fr_acking 
data from the 1990s and 2000s) found that property values dropped as much as

270/{ -

' A research survey asked communities in Florida and Texas to consider two home-buying
scenarios that differed only in (a) proximity to ftacking well site (one-quarter mile away-vs.
one mile away) and (b) whether or not the drilling site was visible from the home. It found
that only 260/o ta 37% of respondents would even bid on the homes, and the offers they did
bring were discounted as much as 25% (based on the scenarios and strength of narkei)3.

' A National Association ofRealtors' article also cited property values dropping by as much
as 1SVo.a

' Some homeowners will benefit from fracking. However, in pgnnsylvania researchers found
that benefis generally occur only under certain conditions: the gas well ispr oducing, the
property served by piped public water, and lhe well not within view of the house. In
contrast, properties where the drilling or fracturing slages arc underw,ay, or where wells
were recently drilled, or where properties were simply in view ofa weil, did drop in value.5

t; /i Stt" f ;n"-



. Another study found that, in the aftermath of the oil & gas production boom out west in
the 1970s and 1980s, incomes per capita decreased and unemploym.ent paymefis
increased relative to what they would have been had the boom not occurred.ls

AIso related to the question ofproperty values are loans and insurance iszues.

o Major national mortgage lenders have at times refitsed to make loans for properties near
shale gas wells. one bar*ing executive stated, "you could end up where-someone outs
a drilting platform on that property. . . We'd have to tell their neighbors, 'We,re sorry,
your property value just went down.' "''

o lnsurance providers are also concemed. The Center for lrsurance Policy and Research
noted: "As the use ofhydraulic fracturing to exhact shale gas continuesio proliferate,
the insurance industry will become incregsingly exposed to its related risks, Liabitity
policies are likely to be most impacted."'u

on a personal note, I have experienced some ofthis myselfin calvert county. I have had buyers
tell me they don't want to be anywhere near the Dominion cove point LNG facility. Thus, the pool
of potential buyers sbrinks.

Lastly, I want to specifically address home buyers and their concems as they search for a new
\rm9, Home buyers do weigh such factors as health, safety, security, and a healthy environment.
The National Association ofRealtors stated in an article: "Today's ultra-health-corucious
consumers want the assurance of safety and purity in the products they buy, For home buyers,
environmental ooncems center on potential hazards in or near the home. Is the drinkine. water safe?
. . .Are there hazards nearby that could ultimately affect the value of the house?'tl

Radon, in particular, is a concern for homebuyers. Homebuyers regularly include radon
contingencies in their offers, and frackirlg is associated with increased levels ofradon - the second
leading cause of lung cancer worldwide'r,

In summary:

These studies indicate that ftacking often leads to a drop in residential property values, and long
term studies also show a drop in the overall welfare of oil and gas extraction communities.
Basically, there is a domino effect: Decreasing values for home sales in a community eventually
impact all of the homes in that community - through lowered appraisals, loss of equiiy, diminished
refinancing opporhmity. There's also greater scrutiny by mortgage lenders and insurance
companies. In short all aspects ofhome ownership can be impacted, and affected communities
become distressed.

Please keep in mind, regarding the possibility of a fracking moratorium instead of a ban: Based on
the results of the studies looking at property proximity to fracking specifically, and to industry in
general, the infrastructure associated with fiacking - large diarnetertansmission pipelines ani
comprcssor stations - will likely also impact property values. so, if some countiei allow frackine
and others do not, those counties that don't ftack could still suffer from the impacts of fracking, i
infrastructure is built around the state to teat and transport the gas.
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lruher b Fracldng?

bft in wast€wat€r'pondq' itt|'ect€d back Into th€ Earth, or shipped away to other localbns to do b1e sam6.

'Fracking' ls shorthand for hydrautrc fradurlng.
Afier driling dou/n to a rock formation that holds ollor naturalgns, and lhen drifing skleways through this targeted
layer of rodq operators Injecf, under extreme pressure, mltllohs of gallons of waer mi:ad wifrr 6and and demlcab
to ft'adure (or 'frac|f ) tro rock and rdease th6 gas as well as other undergromd hazardous and radioadive
materhb' Then, mast of ttre contaminabd water oomes back lo the surfuce as to{c waslewater, where lt ls efther

ffiffi

What would fracklno msgn for llary,land?
. Contaminat€d Groundwater, Ri\rers and Bay. Healh Threatening Air eualty
r Cknate Ghange- h[h merttrane release
r Drop in Real Edate Value
o Industial Trafic
r Earlhquakes

These are only some of the impads that hav6 b€en
reported In nelghbodng Mrginh, pennq/h/ania and
other states lhat @renfly fradc

Many are unarvare of 0re potential for traddng withln on tocal communities. tn fact, southem lirryland 3t!s ontop of 2 dlfirrud gas baclns, as shorn h the above map, ln 2015, the t\larylano eenemt lsselnuy passed a 2.syear moratorlum to allow for healh and environmental strldies to take phoe to better evatuale he potentialhreats
Fom ftaddng. Sinoe then, s€veral local jurMidions have taken the initiatve to protect theh co.lmunities tromfraddng' hduding Charles' Anne Arundet, Montgonery and Prlnce George,s oounties, 
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torvns like FdE ds\'llle, Mountah Lake Patt' and Frostburg. citizens ars organizing ln cornmurdtes across lhe s{ateto troted theh heafth, envrronrnent, and econorny from this dangeron process. Ar of
this is important b€cauea wtthout any addldonal acdon, aN If ftachlng Isn,t
bannd ln the 2017 ND Lqlstattve Se$srorr, fiqppen rg NOU|, t e Etab wttt bopn b fnc'dng ln o€/'o!F/r of tul 7.

Trancltlon lo Renoabbs
lf frad<ed gas bnt the answer, what is? To ensure tre safety of a[ Americans, we rnus{
embrace I chan energy future. As we *rifi away to' coal as a power source, we must
pass up natural gas 8nd invest in forms of dean energy that we knq,v are safe, sudr as
wrnd and sorar, whi$ hav€ become th6 cfreape$ forms of energy. The wind Indudry
supporb 75,000 Jobs across al so states, and supplies lowa and south Dakota witr
nearly 25 p€rcent oftherr erecficity. Investing in dean energy wrtr creat€ good, rocar,
and permanent Jobs whlle proteding our air, water, anO treatth.

The legislattn $scon cnrb Aprfl t{th, rfircfi means re dont hanr much flmc. we necd you, horp, sopl€are cont ct m€ to flnd out how you can ge0 InvorvJ. no 
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UYlll Handand ftack?

south*n raaryhnd srerra crub cd|tscr. Ro6a E.p- Hance re.oinno*a@omair.sn 24o-gog42?s.?' r l,
faceb o o K. cn$ Fo nn d6're rc61.Cl1ur b



From: Sue Myers <suekmyers@earthlink.net>
To: County Commissioners <csm@stmarysmd.com>
Date: 3nAa7 10:28 AM
SubJect: NO FRACKING

County Commissioners,

Please, please help keep our county and state safel

NO FRACKING lN ST MARYS or MARYLAND!

vlt,

Sue Myers

Leonardtown



Brenda Songv
.1089--5 Lark $?)
Leonardtown. l',1D 20650
(l0l) 997-r046
Brenda Songs@grnail.conr

Board of County Commissioners
Building
Baldridge Street

Leonardtown. Maryland 20650

3 March 2017

Chesapeake

4t770

Gentlemen,

In the current, frenetic political climate, I wanted to bring to )'our attention a dangerous threat to
the inhabitants ofSt, Mary's County As many energy. companies have been emboldened by
reduced oversight and liabiliry'. many srnalr communities are being tempted to accept monies for
selling-out tlreir environment and the health offuture genemtions.

I have worked in the south for manl'ycars. figlrting $'a street greed which takes children's
lives from Main Street for the sirnple price ofa ferv schoor laptops. Berorv are maps of toxins
u'hich nou number in excess of3,000 produced at l milrion pounds or more annualr),,loxins
which corporate larvs norv require the taxpayer clean up, Not surprisingly, the cancer maps have
an obvious correlarion. r have arso attached a rnap of fracking leaks in the country as rvelr as a
link from Scientific American veri$;ing the toricity of*ater tables after fracking occurs. Once
poisoned. these aquifers are both ineplaceable and unable to be repaired.

There is a difference betrveen a business l'hich adds to the rong-tenn success and viability ofa
place (thank )'ou for lhe new movie theater being the cataryst for improving the one in Lexington
Park whose lack ofcompetition made him a srum rord), and a snake-oir saresman rvho seeks to
make short-ten'gains at the expense ofunsuspecring communities. As $e know, the costs of
cancer far outireigh the cost of rvhatever trinket they may offer. both enrotiona y as wer as
financiall1,.

I ask that you all vote unanimousr) to forbid tiacking in St. Mary's County as we as any rights
and through-lr.a)s ofpipelines and coulpressors tlrat also have a reputation for releasing
carcinogens into our families' eDvrronnents.

Sincerely,

Brenda Songy.

Atlachments

Cc: The Enterprise & Calvert Recorder

https://urv*'.scientificamerican.com,/arlicre/fracking-can-contaminate-drinkins-water/
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Smoothed Cancer Death Rates by HSA
All Cancers: Both Sues, 1991-1995

Q. oil leaks maps

FracTracker. Alliance

US Pipelines Incidents Are a Dailv
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TJ Sebastian - When talking about the local and state bans on...

TJ Sebastian St Mary's County Government
20 hrs

Vvhen talking about the locat and state bans on fracking, I hope the
commissioners remember lhat you cant un-drill a well and lhere are no do-
overs with chemical spills.
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